
English in Year 1 
Year 1 Curriculum Evening

September 2023



Curriculum 2014

•Spoken Language

•Reading 

•Writing



Spoken Language

•Role Play and drama

•Values Circle

•Retelling stories

• Small World

•Class discussions

• Story times

• Language for thinking



Reading - decoding

•A new phonics programme from 2021.

• Focus on being relentless on supporting children to be able 
to read. Rigour for all children to make sure that they can 
master key skills.

•Recognise graphemes, learn to blend and segment for 
spelling. Daily phonics teaching for 20-25mins.

•Additional keep-up and catch-up for children to fill gaps.

•Moving systematically on from Reception to being able to 
read more ways of representing each sound.



Reading – decoding (2)



How to help at home 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


How to help at home (2)

https://www.oatlands.surrey.sch.uk/learning-for-life/curriculum-resources/spelling-pocket-guides/


Comprehension

•Children hear a range of stories every day.

•Range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Oatlands Reading Curriculum.

•Worked on during reading practice.

•Predict, retell, sequence, clarify, ask questions, give preferences and 
express opinions.



Reading Practice

• Children will read x2/3 per week in school. Books matched to phonic 
knowledge. Children should be 90% fluent - all other words decodable. 
Children are practising phonic skills in context.

• Each session will have a different focus - decoding, prosody and 
comprehension.

• In each session, we work on phonics knowledge linked to their book.

• The children will bring home a book towards the end of the week to return 
on a Monday. Children should be 95% fluent when they bring them home!

• They will also bring home a book from the class library to share together.



Writing

•Writing is a very complex process.

•Children need to become fluent in a number of areas.

• Focus is on accurate secretarial skills.



Spelling

•Children segment in phonics lessons to spell words containing the 40+ 
phonemes taught. 

•Common exception words are taught systematically throughout the 
year. These are shared with parents each week.

•Days of the week.

•How some prefixes and suffixes are used.



Handwriting

•Taught throughout the week in class.

•Use a scheme called Penpals.

•Children work on whiteboards and in handwriting booklets each 
week. Progression is shared in the handouts. 

• Start to join in the summer term.



Composition

• Initially use texts to inspire and support children in their enhanced 
provision.

•Use Talk for Writing as a basis for developing story language.

• If you can’t say it, you can’t write it.



Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

•Every writing topic has specific vocabulary that is taught. 

•Punctuation including full stops, capital letters, spaces, exclamation 
marks, question marks.

•Use ‘and’ to join ideas.



What can help at home

•Read with your child. Listen to them read but also read to them, 
discussing the text and vocabulary.

•Practise the spellings we send home. Use the games in the spelling 
booklet for ideas.

• Support your child with any phonemes they don’t know using 
resources on website. 

•Use the sound mats and list of tricky words to support your child 
when writing at home.


