
 
Oatlands Detectives 

Year 2 Autumn 1 

English

This term we will be carrying out a range of 
pieces of writing linked to our texts in class. 

We are starting this term by exploring the 
text The Detective Dog by Julia Donaldson. 
We will be retelling the story using puppets 
and then creating our own book cover and 
writing a blurb to retell the main events. 

After our walk around Oatlands we will be 
describing some of the different features of 
the buildings and creating a glossary of 
words. We will be writing a recount of our 
walk using time conjunctions such as first, 
next and finally. 

We will end the half term by making some 
Secret Seven lemonade and writing 
instructions about how to make it! We will 
be sending a copy of the childrens 
instructions home over half term so you 
might like to have a go at making it from 
them.  

Our grammar focus each week will link to 
our genre. We will be learning about verbs, 
proper nouns, common nouns, expanded 
noun phrases, question marks, statements, 
commands, time conjunctions and adverbs.

Science

Our science this term is all about 
materials. We will be looking at the 
properties of different materials and 
learning vocabulary such as flexible, rigid, 
transparent, opaque and translucent. We 
will also be talking about why these 
materials are suitable or not suitable for 
different objects. 

We will then be exploring these properties 
with a range of different investigations. 
We will also look at which of these 
materials are used in the buildings in St. 
Mary’s Road and discussing why they 
have been chosen. 

At home 
Look at the materials used to 
build your house? Are they 
the same or different to other 
houses nearby?  

Go for an Autumn walk and observe 
carefully the different colours you can see 
and how the trees are changing. Discuss 
which trees drop different seeds and fruits 
at this time of year, 

Geography and History

Our geography and history work goes 
together this term as we investigate the local 
area. We will be going on a walk around 
Oatlands to look at the different buildings 
including learning about physical and human 
features of the village. We will start map work 
by learning about how to locate England, 
London and Weybridge on a map. 

We will also be challenged with some pieces 
of historical evidence to find out about the 
history of the school and the local area. We 
will need our very best detective skills to look 
for clues to find answers! 

At home 
Talk about the features of the local area and 
similarities and differences. Can you make a 
map of the route from your house to school. 
We will be learning to create a key to add 

All classes will be working with Surrey coaches in games this year. This half term we are 
developing our passing and receiving skills ready for a selection of different team games. 
We will be developing sequences in gymnastics using balances, jumps and rolls using the 
theme ‘Under the Sea’. We will also be continuing yoga each week.

PE



Art/DT
In art we will be learning different ways to add 
tone when sketching. We will use these to add 
shadow and definition to still life drawing of 
objects, self portraits and some Secret Seven 
artwork. We will be applying these skills to 
create pictures of some of the buildings in 
Oatlands. 

At home 
Can you use a pencil to try some still life 
drawing at home?  
Try different techniques such as hatching and 
cross hatching to add texture. 

PSHE and Values

This term we are revisiting our ‘Values for 
Learning’ in the classroom and so will be 
looking at how we can become great 
learners in and out of the classroom. We 
will be thinking about how to keep our 
classroom safe and happy by creating 
class rules and by looking at the role of 
the school council. We will also be 
training to be buddies to help support 
our friends in the playground.

RE

This half term we will be learning about 
what Christians and other religions 
believe about God. We will learn that 
Muslims have 99 names for Allah and 
that the Bible uses images to give an 
understanding of Christian beliefs 
about God. 

At home 
Explore the work of Afeez Sheikh and 
how colour can be used to represent 
different ideas in Islamic artwork. 
http://www.arthafez.com/gallery.html 

Computing

This half term we will start by 
developing our typing skills using 
resources on Purple Mash. We will then 
be learning about email: how to send, 
receive and include attachments. We 
will be learning about how emails work 
and how to stay safe and be kind 
when sending messages. 

This half term we are focusing on 
consolidating our understanding 
of number. We are starting by 
working on place value and knowing that 
numbers are made of 10s and 1s and learning 
to partition these in different ways. 

We will then be moving on to calculating and 
looking at addition and subtraction. We will be 
learning to use 100 squares and number lines 
accurately to count on and back.  

We will be sending home activities in Bookshare 
to consolidate what we are doing in class.

Maths
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Music

Our music this term focuses 
on rhythm and pulse. We 
will learn to keep a steady 
beat using different 
clapping games and songs 
and then develop our 
understanding of notation 
to represent different 
rhythms. We are very 
excited to try out our Music 
scheme - Charanga.  

http://www.arthafez.com/gallery.html

